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well-known truth, defended Lord Chesterfield, by saying, that ' Gibber, who had been introduced familiarly by the back-stairs, had probably not been there above ten minutes.' It may seem strange even to entertain a doubt concerning a story so long and so widely current, and thus implicitly adopted, if not sanctioned, by the authority which I have mentioned; but Johnson himself assured me, that there was not the least foundation for it. He told me, that there never was any particular incident which produced a quarrel between Lord Chesterfield and him; but that his Lordship's continued neglect was the reason why he resolved to have no connection with him1. When the Dictionary was upon the eve of publication, Lord Chesterfield, who, it is said, had flattered himself with expectations that Johnson would dedicate the work to him2, attempted, in a courtly manner, to sooth, and insinuate himself with the Sage, conscious, as it should seem, of the cold indifference with which he had treated its learned authour; and further attempted to conciliate him, by writing two papers in The World*, in recommendation of the work; and it must be confessed, that they contain some studied compliments, so finely turned, that if there
1 Lord Chesterfield writing' to his     these  expectations.     Johnson,  after
son in 1751 (Letters, iii. 136) said:-—     saying that he would not endeavour
'People in high life are hardened to     to overbear the censures of criticism
the wants and distresses of mankind,     by the influence of a patron, added :—
as surgeons are to their bodily pains ;     'The    supplications    of   an   author
they see and hear of them all day     never yet reprieved him a moment
long, and even of so many simulated     from oblivion; and, though greatness
ones, that they do not know which     has sometimes sheltered guilt, it can
are real, and which are not.    Other     afford no protection to ignorance or
sentiments are therefore to be applied     dnlncss.    Having hitherto attempted
to than those  of mere justice and     only the propagation of truth, I will
humanity; their favour must be cap-     not at last violate it by the confession
tivated   by  the sitaviter in  modo j     of terrors which I do not feel; Laving
their love of ease disturbed by un-     laboured to maintain the dignity of
wearied importunity;  or their fears     virtue, I will not now degrade it by
wrought upon by a decent intimation     the meanness of dedication,'
of implacable, cool resentment:   this        3 On  Nov. 28 and Dec. 5, 1754.
is the true fortiter in re.'   He was     The   World,  by Adam  Fitz-Adaui,
himself to experience an instance of    Jan. 1753 to Dec. 1765.    The editor
the true fortiter in re.                            was  Edward   Moore.     Among  the
" If Lord   Chesterfield  had read     contributors were the Earls of Ches-
the last number of The Rambler (pub-     terficld and Corkc, Horace Walpole,
lished   in   March,   1753) he   could     11. O. Cambridge, and Soame Jcnyns.
scarcely have flattered himself with      See jfewV, July I, 1763.
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